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ARMY CONCEPT TEAM IN VIETNAM
APO 143, San Francisco, California

ACTIV-GM

S UJET: Monthly Test Report Number 4 - Mechanised Rifle Troop (M113)
(1-31 Nay 1963) (U)

TO: See Distribution

1. (C) General

During the 1-31 May reporting period there ws only one MN3
operation of interest observed by the test team. An account of the operation,
which took place near Moo Hoa from 18 through 20 May 1963, €mprisee this
fourth manthly 113 test report. There were no data gathered that could be
used in answering any of the specific objectives of the test. The Nec Has
operation is reported, however, as it emphasizes the effeotiveness of aram.
in counterinsurgency operations and illustrates the advantages of using or-
veillance aircraft in support of mechanised operations.

For a description of the test wit, a discussion of test
objectives, and the operational plan for the test, see previous mothl test
reports.

The test is considered to be 95 percent complete.

2. (C) References

a. DA letter, AGAM-P (N) 381 (31 Oct 62) DCSOPS, subject: *Ar
Troop Test Program in Vietnam (U)O, 6 November 1962, as amended.

b. ACTIV letter (to CGUSACDC), subject: "Plan of Tet, fehai-
lsed Rifle Troop (Nl13)," 28 November 1962.

c. ACTIV letter (to CINCPAC through C4US3(ACV), subject: 0S3uiry
of Test Plan for Mechanized Rifle Troop (1013) (U),' 3 December 1962.

d. CINCPAC m*sage, subject: "Proposal for US Arm Tests in
Vietnam DTG 220216Z (January 1963).

e. Monthly Test Reports Numbers 1 through 3 M- echanized Rifle
Troop (XI13), Arm Concept Team in Vietnam.

1 Inl dAS0 BLAXEN1 e 4
Rpt of N113 Operations Colonel, Armor
near Moo Hoa 18-20 Nay 63 Chief
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ACTIV-QM
Monthly Test Report Number 4 - ehanised Mkile Troop (31113)

Coimnder, US Mlitary Assistance Commands

Vietnm 15

Con-arer-In-Chief, US ArM Pacific 5

Colnding General, US Army Combat Developmnts
Commend 50

Comnanding General, US Continental Army Command 30

Commanding General, US Amy Materiel Command 35

Commanding General, 11th A i sault Division 5

Commanding General, US Army Support Group,
Vietnam 20 (includes

5 for CG
USARYIS)

Chief, Military Assistance Advisory Group.
Vietnam (Attention Chief, Arm Section) 35

Deputy Chief of Staff far Military Qperatione,
Department of the Army 5

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army 10

Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics,
Department of the Army 5

Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel,
Department of the Army 5

Chief of Research and Development,
Department of the Army 5

ACTIV Liaison Officer, OACSFOE,
Department of the Army 10

United States Army Infamtry School.,
ATTN: AJIIS-4, Fort Boming, G& 2

Commndant, Armor School, US Army Armor Center,
Fort Knox, Kentucky 2

Commandant, Artillery School, US Army Artillery and Guided
Missile Center, Fort Sill, Oklahoma 2



COWFIDEN4TIAL
RuPCRT OF 113 OPUATUS NMIR ICC HOA 18-20 PAT 1963

Daring the period 18 - 20 Way, the 4th Mechanised Rifle Troop,
2d Armored Cavalry Squadron and the 4th ohmnised Rifle Troop, 4th Amored
Cavalry Sqadron, participated In a 7th Division operation along the Cambodian
border on the north side of the Plain of Reed*. See Figure 1, map eOd overlay.
Although there were other 7th Division &nd Civil Guard units Participating
In the operation, this report is primrily concerned with the a"tions of the
two mochanized rifle troops.

2. (C) Participating units (Under control of 7th Division)

a. Operation Due Thing 23/63, 18 May 1963

(1) Hq, 7th Div

(2) Hq, 12th Bsgt, 7th Div

(3) 3d Be, l2th Regt

(4) 3d Bn, Ifth Rsgt

(5) 3d Ba, 11th Regt

(6) Hq, 10th Regt, 7th Div

(7) 2d Ba, 10th Regt (-)

(8) 4th Troop, 2d Armored Cavalry Squadron anid a Civil Guard Co.

(9) 4th Troop, 4th Armored Cavalry Squadron and a Civil Guard Co.

(10) 4.2w Mortar Platoon, 7th Div, Heavy Mortar Battalion

(11) flattery "A, (105m, Howitser), 7th Arty flu

(12) Dinh Blinh Co, 12th Regt (Rifle Co)

b. Operation Duo Thing 24/63, 20 May 1963

(1) Hq, 7th Div

(2) Hqp l2t~h Rgt

(3) 3d fin, 12th Rogt

(4) 2d fin, 12th Rogt

(5) 4th Troop, 2d Armored Cavalry Squadron

(6) 4th Troop, 4th Armored Cavalry Squadron

(7) flattery RA", (20Owm Howitzer), 7th Arty Re

3. (C) Mission of JWsohanised Troop*

a. Duo Thang 23/63. 4th Troop, 2d Squadron, and 4th Troop, 4th
Squadron am by landing craft up the Mekong River to via of Cambodian border.

meal 1
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Cross ID (see Figure 1, map and overlay) 180630 May to conduct a weep
operation an axis eastward along the border. Seise and clear assigned

ct-yes. Link up with uother 7th Li.vision units operation weut of
k.; J391).

b. Due Thang 24/b3. 4th Troop, 2a Squadron and 4th Trooo, 4th
, .uadron cross LD at 20030 May, attack along assigned axis eastward from
Noc Hoa WXS 0391) a.ong the border to seize and clear assigned objectives.

4. (C) §,,av of Resuls

a. Insurgents claimed killed: 129

b. Insurgents captured: 23

c. Materiel captured: 14 weapons, 2 mines, 15 grenades

d. Friendly killed: 4

',. rienoy wounded: 13

Description of Operations

a. Comanding Officer. 4th Troop, 2d Squadron received the operations
ord, T iftf Pn 16 May at 7th Division Headquarters in My Tho. Early on 17 May,
the troor loaded five Mll3s on an I T and seven Mll3s on an 1CM. It departed
My Tho at 1800 and sailed up the Mekong River toward the designated ID. The
landing tite had been used previously and was known to be a good one. The
distance to be traveled by water was about 150 km. Three unit vehicles did
not accompany the troop. To were receiving quarterly service and one was In

b. Th- 4th Troop, 4th Squadron was operating in Vinh Long Province
near Tra Vinh (XR 4698) wten orders for the operation were received early on
17 Nay. Only one ISM was available to move the unit up the Mekong River.
This craft can carry only 12 M13s. Therefore, one p.atoon of three Ml3s
and the unit trains were left behind. The unit moved 35 km to a ferry site
(*.R :.o12), loaded, and departed for the ID at 172000. It also had about 150 km
tn travel.

c. Both units arrived at the landing site and disembarked without
it.cident. They were met by the district chief, an ARYN Major, who was surprised
to hear of the operation. He stated that a VC camp was located near the axis
uf advance at WS 4798. The M113 troops joined their attached Civil Guard
Companies at the landing site. Some time was lost in effecting necessary
coordination and the units were one hour late in moving from the designated
, on the axis of advance. They moved at 180730.

d. There was no task force commander designated; consequently, there
was some difficulty in coordinating the actions of the two troops.

e. At about 0800, an OV-l aircraft established commnications with
the maechanised units. At 0815 it reported an insurgent camp near the area
as reported by the qistrict chief. The 4th Troop, 2d Squadron reached this
area at 0830. An insurgent squad was sighted, and four Ml13s pursued them
through heavy brush. A general fire fight developed, with the insurgents
attempting to throw grenades into the carriers. One succeeded in getting a
grer i, e into a carrier, wounding six men. The attached Civil Guard Company
dasmounted and searched the area, which contained numerous tunnels. The
results of this action were 22 VC claimed killed, two captured, four weapons
captured and six friendly personnel wounded seriously enough to require
evicuition. They were quickly evacuated by the command HUlB, which arrived

ICnc. L
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in t are Just after the fire fight ended at 90. The Ub Ttop 4th lquIadrm
did not beo.me heavily engged La this action and oentinued to move aeIg the
.. is at 1100. 4th Troop, 2d qad had to uit for the HU to retu to pick

the cnmand gup. This troop also conducted a thorough Search of the inmrg-
..,t camp and moved on at 1= hours,

f. The O-1 performod exellent servie in gaiding the carriers over
the best routes and in keep&"g the units informed of their location. Sine this
area is brush-fillod and flat, it is almost impoesible to determine the enot
unit position of the map.

a. At 1330, 4th Troop 4th Squadron eup4ge a goup of about 150 VC
near VP 6206 (near Objective TJ). This group broke and ran for the Cambodian
border about 5 km to the north. The cariers gave chase all the way to the
border which wse marked by a eanal at that point. The VC stopped at a Safe
distance an the other side of the border and matched the carriers. This action
resulted in 51 VC killed end 15 captured; five weapons war taken.

h. At 1630, three VC wo sighted and killed near Objective TO,
Both troops covered the remaining objective and met on Objective T9 at 1700.
They spent the night at that location. No refueling was necesmary.

i. The next day the units pre moved aroes country to Moo Not (5 0291)
They left Objective T9 at 0630 and closed at Noe Ha at X00. Alain the QW-1
aircraft saved many hours by finding routee around oanale and by soelotifg
crossing sites.

J. On the afternoon of the 19th, the order we Leamed for the operation
of 20 Nay. The vehicles mare rofueolled by the unit's organic tankter. whih had
cme to Noe Ha by road.

k. ( 20 May, the units mov Into the river at Moo Hs at 0615 and
floated abeut 2 k to the designatedLD, wch us the far bank. It wa
difficult to get aut and demolitions were eployed to make a sitable eLt
site. All carriers wre out of the manal by 000 and the unite moved a".
Crossing the ID had been scheduAled for 0630.

1. At 0900 both units sighted nmW groups of man fleeing north La
the vicinity of ZS 1296 and took then under fire. The Comnding Officer# 4th
Troop, 4th Squadron, while in bt paremit, besam convinced he had roed nto
Cabodia (he had not) halted his troop and withdrew to the sth. 4th Trep
2d Squadron continued to operate in the area. Resulte are unknms.

a. At 0945, 4th Troop, 4th Squadron, searched an area In the vie:lmty
of WS 1391 believing it to be Objective 5. The OV- finall vethe eemmder
his actual location. At 1250 the troop reached a canal In the vicinity at
15 1692, crossed it, and stopped to wait for 4th Troop, 2d 8q"dram. The 0-1
reported sighting six 1W in the wood@ near Objective 6. Fer e m plained
reason the troop comnder did not advance. When he wa read to advanee
about 1330 an air strike, which ws not needed, causd further delay. By nm
the O-1 estimted a VC compan In the area. The 4th Troop, d qfeabns had
by am reached Objective 4, wher me soldier we killed and three womded
wbe one carrier struck a nn. The earrier we to'Ing vehicee track@
made an a previous operation. The wen who were wounded were sitting ma top
of the vehicle with their feet hanging over the side. This troop wae thn
ordered to go to Objective 4 to assist 4th Troop, 4th Squadrom with the attack
South.

a. At 1430 the two troope attacked abreast thru the objective. am a
one-m front. The VC fought back with grenades and ll arm. The area wa
heavily booby trapped with granades. iemlts were 50 VC claimed IA (Lal the

Page 3
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compny cmemnder of the 211th Co, 5M Bn, and a platoon leader), five
Stoners and four weapons were captured. AINV loe.s were throe killed and
.,a wounded. The two troops reached the river at the sough edge of the
Joctive area at 1700. They then returned over the eamr route to Moo Has

1here they epent the night.

o. On 21 May the two troope road mrobed baok to My Tho by wy of
C.i± Lai.

6. (C) Finn

a. More success could hae been gained by proper task forte 'c wisation.
Lack of a task far commnder resulted in lack of coordination and cooperation
between the two troops. Had a task force eommnder been desigated to direct
he action from an Airborne CP, more decisive results could have been expected.

b. Aircraft as guides are essential in this type operation.

c. Although the objectives assigned for the operation on the 18th
were apparently based on inteligence, the units were not informed as to the
strungth and disposition of the enm an each objective until they reached
Noc Hoe.

'. Carriers should not follow routes previously used.

e. Soldiers should stay inside carriers for protection from mins.

lag. 4
CND 1
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